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Foreword

Ducks are tough animals and good scavengers. They are easier and 
cheaper to keep than chickens. This makes duck keeping for the pro-
duction of eggs and meat an attractive enterprise. 
Agromisa and CTA have produced this Agrodok in order to support 
people in improving their daily livelihood. This can be done either 
through income generation from a small-scale duck keeping enterprise 
or through improving the daily diet with duck eggs and meat. 
We hope that many people will benefit from this Agrodok. 

We are grateful to Mr Buisonjé of the Spelderholt Institute in Beek-
bergen, the Netherlands. Being an expert on poultry and duck keeping 
he has provided valuable information and practical knowledge. We 
have appreciated the time and effort he has put into improving the 
contents of this Agrodok. 

Arno Overgaag, editor 

Wageningen, 2004 
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1 Introduction

This Agrodok covers a number of subjects which arise if you yourself, 
or people you work with, are considering keeping ducks. The aim is to 
give practical advice on small-scale duck keeping for those who work 
directly with small-scale farmers. A theoretical background is given in 
order that users of this book are able to develop the most suitable 
practices for their particular situation. 

1.1 Basic facts about duck keeping 
About 700 million ducks are kept around the world. The majority of 
these, more than 500 million, are found in Asia. Despite this uneven 
distribution, it is certainly also possible to raise ducks in other parts of 
the world, including Africa and Latin America. 

Ducks can be reared for eggs and meat, for own use or for sale. Other 
products from ducks, which can also be sold, include down, feathers 
and fattened livers (foie gras). 
There are many similarities between chicken and duck rearing. The 
most obvious similarities are found in the type of products for which 
these forms of poultry are kept. Ducks, like chickens, are good pro-
ducers of eggs and meat. Breeding is largely similar for both. Ducks 
have approximately the same housing requirements as chickens, espe-
cially when they only require night shelter. If the ducks are outside 
during the day, just like chickens they will be capable of searching for 
a large part of their feed. 

Advantages of ducks compared with chickens: 
? Ducks are tougher than chickens; they require less attention than 

chickens and are less likely to be sick than chickens. 
? Ducks are larger than chickens, so if they are reared for meat there 

will be more to sell. Duck eggs are also larger than chicken eggs. 
? Ducks do not necessarily need supplementary grain and maize. 

Chickens normally do need supplementary high quality feed. Ducks 
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eat more vegetable material and insects than chickens. Ducks also 
eat snails. 

Disadvantages of ducks compared with chickens: 
? Both duck meat and eggs taste different from those of chicken. Not 

everyone likes the taste of duck. If the taste is disliked by a lot of 
people it will be difficult to sell duck products. Not only does duck 
meat taste different it also looks different from chicken meat. 
Chicken meat is white whereas duck meat is red and dark. Lastly, 
duck meat is also fattier than chicken meat. Although this is listed 
here as a disadvantage that is not necessarily the case. In many ar-
eas fatty meat is considered a delicacy. 

Figure 1: Ducks near a pond of water 

? Ducks are water birds and need water to be able to breed and grow 
well. A pool or pond of water can take up a lot of room. A trough of 
water can also be provided so that ducks can bathe. If it is not pos-
sible to keep ducks near water the whole day it is sufficient to place 
a tub of water out for them in the mornings and evenings so that 
they can wash. Pools, ponds, troughs or tubs of water all need to be 
kept clean and hygienic. Different sorts of ducks differ in their wa-
ter requirements. Muscovy ducks (sometimes called Barbary duck) 
have less need to cool themselves and so have less need for a con-
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stant supply of bathing water. Peking ducks come originally from 
colder climates and live near to water. These ducks need water to 
keep their body temperature at the right level. 

1.2 Points to remember 
There are many ways of raising ducks. The simplest method requires 
little capital input, where ducks are raised in the farmyard as part of a 
mixed farm. This is the so-called free range system. At the other ex-
treme, large-scale, capital-intensive duck rearing can take place on a 
farm on which only ducks are raised inside a covered shelter or con-
fined indoor system. Between these two extremes there are many dif-
ferent forms in which the ducks are offered an indoor shelter and a run 
in which they can go outside. 

In order to decide how to raise ducks, a farmer or extension worker 
needs to consider a number of points: 

? Are the ducks intended for your own use or do you also want to sell 
a duck product? 
If you are considering keeping ducks in order to sell their products 
it is important to know whether there is a market for the eggs or 
meat. 

? Will duck rearing fit in with the rest of your activities? Do you have 
room for ducks? 
Not only do you need room for shelter and a water supply for the 
ducks, but their daily care also takes time and may get in the way of 
other activities. 

? Where will you get your ducklings in order to maintain a stock? 
Will you breed yourself or will you buy ducklings when you need 
them? 
If you plan on buying them, can you be sure that there will be a re-
gular supply in the future? 
If a trader or breeder cannot guarantee that ducklings will be avail-
able in the future, you have to consider breeding ducks yourself. 
Can you provide the time and care to do so? 
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? What will you feed the ducks? Where can you obtain feed? Do you 
have sufficient feed available on your own farm or will you have to 
buy some types of feed? 
Ducks are capable of scavenging for a large part of the feed them-
selves, but it is often necessary to give them extra in the dry season. 
If ducks are free range they are more likely to suffer from a short-
age of vitamins or minerals. 

1.3 Outline of this book 
Chapter 2 describes different types of ducks with their different char-
acteristics, which make them suitable for different purposes. Once you 
have ducks, maintaining the flock is important. This can be done 
through hatching out your own eggs or buying ducklings regularly and 
raise them. Important factors and ways to raise ducklings are treated in 
Chapter 3. 
Chapter 4 describes two systems of duck keeping: free range, and 
confined. Two integrated systems are highlighted: duck keeping in 
combination with rice cultivation and with fish farming. 
Chapter 5 is about housing for ducks. Different types of shelter are 
described, the dimensions required, as well as feeding and drinking 
trays. 
Chapter 6 describes some basic aspects of preventive health care, hy-
giene of the housing and the surroundings being the most important 
factor. Ducks are basically quite tough animals, but for the occasional 
time when they do become ill, the most common diseases are de-
scribed. 
Chapter 7 covers feed. Although ducks are good scavengers, you can 
often obtain better production levels by supplementing their feed. The 
different requirements of egg and meat-producing ducks are outlined 
in this chapter. 
Ducks are most often raised for their eggs and/or meat. Chapter 8 
provides an indication of the levels of production you can expect to 
achieve. Care of the products is also discussed in this chapter. 
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Chapter 9 provides a reminder that if you keep a record of what hap-
pens on your farm it is easy to have an overview and to improve man-
agement. 

Of course all farms differ from each other. For this reason you should 
consider this Agrodok as a handbook in which several possibilities are 
presented. You have to decide yourself what is possible and suitable 
for your own situation and which improvements you can make. 




